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1) Two suggestions:
Number One- Faith in God to do the impossible and the call that has brought you to support raising!  When things get rough and we start doubting the finances coming in, it's important to remember God's faithfulness and that He is the ultimate provider.  He can do anything He wants and He has chosen to call YOU to do His work!  Remember your vision and the needs that you see.  It will inspire you to push though and reclaim perspective.
Number Two- You cannot do it alone.  Part of raising support is raising up a TEAM who will commit to praying for you and affirming the call that God has on your life.  It's about relationship, not simply funding.  Your support team should feel valued and know they play a vital role in your ministry.  You can't do it without them!
 
2)  For me personally, two qualities I look for in a mission presentation are passion and a clearly articulated vision that affirms a call from God.  A lot of people can get up and talk.  Some may even have an attractive visual presentation.  But if they are not broken for the people they are ministering to, it's hard to believe they will make it through when things get rough.  Ministry is a calling, not simply a vocation.  Some are called to be full-time ministers and some are not.  This is why clear communication is important.  Passion must be added to an articulated vision that others can jump on board with.  "Why should we care about this?  What are the needs?  What are you going to do about it?"
 
3)  Two mistakes...
 
Probably trying to share too much and not clearly articulating vision.  Most people go way over a time limit that is given, which simply says you don't respect the time and invitation that was given.  Many people will ramble on, not realizing the normal attention span of someone who is not a missionary is very short!  You are inviting people to see a glimpse of a world they are not familiar with.  Highlight the vision and invite your audience to be a part of it.
 
4)  For me, I am funded by a number of individuals and one home church.  I stay accountable to these supporters by keeping them updated with monthly newsletters, prayer requests, and occasional visits when I can.  My fiances go through a national Chi Alpha office where donor support is tracked and receipted each month.  I keep records of any expense spent within my ministry, since my work budget is included in the money I must personally raise.  If there are any questions, I have accurate records to track how my time and resources are used.  (I hope this answers the question!)
 
5)  Wow, what a question!  I guess I am an optimist in the sense that I can see God working in everything everyday.  Even now I am reflecting on how He is working on the campus of UMD.  And we have missionary friends in Sweden, Norway, Ireland, China, Eucador, Jamaica, Nicaragua, East Asia, Thailand, Kenya, Portland, Bemidji, Springfield, Minneapolis...God is always working!  It's just a matter of taking our eyes off of ourselves to see it.
 
What a neat class!  I hope some of that info helps.  We are praying for you as you prepare to go.  Be encouraged!
Pastor Kevin Lee
1. I would suggest that as you seek to raise support remember to build relationships with your donors.  When people know
who you are and what you stand for, they are more willing to give and support you.  Donors also like you to let them know
what is and has happened in your ministry.  Give them the details of the lives that have been touched.  Tell them how the
financial dollars have made a difference.  Your follow up with your donors is also equally important.  Don't just contact
people when you need money.  Stay connected with them throughout the year and let them know what you have been
learning and how you have been growing in your relationship with Jesus Christ.  I would also say it is so important for you to
trust God even when things get tough and the finances do not show up.  It is easy to panic whats hard is to continue to walk
in faith.
2.  What I look for in a missionaries presentation is pictures of lives that have been changed.  I also think the presentation
needs to be clear and easy to follow and understand.  When you make your presentation talk about how God lead you to this
mission, present the needs, and tell the story through a slide show presentation.  Then open things up for a little q & a.
3. What are some mistakes in presentations... A. the presenter talks too fast and is not easy to understand.  B. The presenter
focuses too much on the financial need.  Simply state the need and spend more time talking about the need and the
benefits.  As far as accountability goes... people want to see dollar for dollar the money that came in to support you.  They
like to see who the contributors are... total dollars raised and where the money was spent.  People do not like to see the
money wasted on things such as administration.  People want the most bang for their buck.  Apply the money to the cause
and let us know the results of people's lives that are changed.  We want to know about the new people we will see in heaven
when we get there some day.
4. I see the harvest happening more and more in Asia.  It seems the people there are very open to hearing and receiving the
message of the gospel.  I also think Haiti is also very open to receiving the good news especially after the major earth quake
they suffered.  And I also believe the Lord is preparing the ground for the next generation who is so hungry to know the
truth and live the life Christ has called us to.
Fran Hodges
1) Be excited because it will grow your faith. Don't get discouraged, God is able to provide all our needs.

2) Why a person is going to the field (why they feel called) and sincerity. In short... vision & compassion for the people.

3) Arrogance & not explaining why you feel God is leading you (people can think you are just wanting to "travel" on their dime)

4) The missionary should initiate contact: updates, visiting, etc. The church is giving and it is your way of giving back as well as keeping them informed for prayer. The elders of the church are over the missionaries.

5) All over, but in my experience the most abundantly in China.

