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David Hesselgrave dives deep into church planting and Paul's example placed in scripture.  As he works through Paul's example he also pulls a lot of studies, figures and practical examples of his arguments and findings.  What Hesselgrave does, and what the book really is, is a theology of how Paul did missions and evangelism.  He lists out chapter by chapter the Pauline cycle.  The cycle consist of 10 movements that Paul went through to proclaim the gospel and to establish churches.  

1. Missionaries Commissioned
2. Audience Contacted
3. Gospel Communicated
4. Hearers Converted
5. Believers Congregated
6. Faith Confirmed
7. Leadership Consecrated
8. Believers Commended
9. Relationships Continued
10. Sending Churches Convened
Hesselgrave stresses that the primary mission of the church is to proclaim the gospel of Christ and gather believers into local churches where they can be built up in the faith and made effective in service.  Thus new congregations are to be planted throughout the world.  This is a crucial message to all who will listen.  Acts 28:16-20, the Great Commission is all about this.  Without the key element of proclaiming and sharing the good news, we would not exist as a church today.  

My only critical comment about Hesselgrave's book is that the could have been probably half as long.  He gives lots of examples which is good, but many of his points are comprehensible without a 200 word story along with it.  

Surprisingly I didn't glean from the book as much as I thought I would.  I am sure some of it is because we've covered most of the material in class, just not as in depth.  There were elements that I found very beneficial and the overarching perspective on Paul's evangelism was intriguing.  What better example to follow?  

In chapter five he addresses the issue of prioritizing home missions versus unreached people and it is a balance each believer needs to weigh.  I think about how Jesus told the disciples to shake off the dust of unresponsive houses and cities and go on to others.  The catchphrase of “Why should anyone hear the gospel twice before everyone has heard it once?” is combated with Hesselgraves question of “How many Christians would there be in the world if the number were reduced to those who believed after only one hearing?” 

I think the book is a good read.  For someone going into church planting it is a definite read.  However I think the best circumstances would be for someone who is in the beginning stages of church planting.  Beginning stages, meaning they are seriously praying and pursing an area that they are deciding if they will be going.  Much of the text would become more alive and usable.    


